Dr. Jürgen Grieser

www.juergen-grieser.de

46 Derwent House

j.grieser@gmx.de

Southern Grove

London, E3 4PU

United Kingdom


Vienna, 20.4.2009

Cheating in the GPCC
 of DWD
?

From October 2001 to September 2006 the GPCC got more than € 500,000 governmental funding in the frame of the VASClimO
 project (part A) for the production of 8 interpolated datasets of climate observations.

Contrary to what the GPCC pretends, not a single dataset is interpolated by means of VASClimO. This implies that also the dataset called VASClimO product is not interpolated by means of VASClimO or GPCC.

Furthermore this dataset is not based on long-term observations of the GPCC although the GPCC pretends this. 

None of the statistics and maps published on the web page of the GPCC concerning this dataset is produced by means of the GPCC.

I was employed as a project scientist within VASClimO. For years I repeatedly asked to be allowed to install any programming language (preferably a free FORTRAN compiler) or to get more than 100mb disc space (!) on the large-capacity computer of DWD. The part-project lead, Dr. Bruno Rudolf, refused all this. He was fully informed about the consequences of his decision for the project he led and repeatedly claimed to take full responsibility for the fact that I could not do reasonable work.

After years employed as a research scientist I decided to interpolate at least one of the products that should have been produced within VASClimO in a private initiative. I programmed in privately purchased VB6 and on my privately purchased computers. I did not get any support by GPCC also I still asked for it regularly! To the contrary, GPCC also refused to provide long-term data
. I offered the product to GPCC under the condition that Dr. Bruno Rudolf keeps to his promises and takes full responsibility for the fact that he deliberately created a situation in which no dataset is produced although it would not have caused any additional costs to provide me with minimum technical equipment and free graphic programs
. I wrote a manuscript for publication in an international journal and sent a first draft to several potential coauthors, incl. Dr. Bruno Rudolf. He did not allow me to further work on this manuscript. Finally the 5-year research project ended with no (!) scientific publication. 

The GPCC pretends to understand the basics of interpolation of climate data but proves the opposite. The clearest proof I know is a paper by Dr. Bruno Rudolf, Udo Schneider and others
 in which they pretend to describe Shepards method
. According to their description Shepards method deliberately extrapolates out of the range of observations. Rudolf et al. described this as an advantage and even drew a figure to visualize their ideas. In fact, in order to avoid singularities at station locations and steep gradients in their immediate vicinity, Shepards method forces the gradient at station locations to an average gradient. The interpolated surface becomes much smoother, the singularities vanish but small extrapolations cannot be avoided. However, they are neither pronounced, nor an advantage or deliberately introduced as Rudolf et al. claim. 

According to the final report of the VASClimO project, this project was successful and I have been among the authors of this report
. In fact I did not write a single word of this report. I read the report before it was published and severely disagreed.

A member of the executive board of DWD told me that I am not allowed to inform others about the orders I got while working with GPCC, about my activities within the project VASClimO and my findings about quality control and data management within the GPCC. This is the reason why today I only inform about work that I did not do and could not do within VASClimO as well as a publication of the GPCC. I further keep the secrets of GPCC confidential as I am told. And I know that I am not the person to judge whether or not the GPCC cheats.

I did not inform you earlier about the wrong information published by GPCC for existential reasons and in order to try and avoid a scandal by all means. I failed.

Sincerely yours,

Juergen Grieser.

� GPCC= Global Precipitation Climatology Centre


� DWD= Deutscher Wetterdienst (German Meteorological Service)


� VASClimO = Variability Analysis of Surface Climate Observations


� Contrary to GPCC’s procedure I interpolated relative deviations from long-term means. Outside of the GPCC this is good practice since local climate is reproduced much better this way.


� Like GrADS, R or others.


� Rudolf, B., H. Hausschild, M. Reiss und U. Schneider, 1992: Die Berechnung der Gebietsniederschläge im 2.5°-Raster durch ein objektives Analyseverfahren. Meteorologische Zeitschrift 1992, H1, 32-50.


� Shepards method is the only one used in GPCC. The FORTRAN code is provided by foreign scientists.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.geo.uni-frankfurt.de/iau/klima/PDF_Dateien/Inst_Ber_6.pdf" �www.geo.uni-frankfurt.de/iau/klima/PDF_Dateien/Inst_Ber_6.pdf�





