From: "Jürgen Grieser" [mailto:j.grieser@gmx.de] 
Sent: 28 June 2013 16:33
To: kummerow@atmos.colostate.edu
Cc: Udo Schneider; Bruno.Rudolf; Andreas Becker; christoph.beck@geo.uni-augsburg.de; gabriele.geisler@dwd.de; Juergen Grieser
Subject: Udo Schneider (GPCC) deliberately publishes wrong information.

Dear Dr Kummorov,

 

This morning I read your report about the 1st GEWEX Data and Assessments Panel Meeting held last year in Paris. I saw that Udo Schneider was there representing the GPCC.

 

This is to inform you that this person deliberately has been publishing wrong information for years now. To give just a few examples:

1. According to the GEWEX newsletter 18, 2, (May 2008), page 15, Udo Schneider informed the GEWES Radiation Panel at their 18th meeting in 2007 that the GPCC has ‘produced’ a global precipitation dataset based on ‘most homogeneous collection of sites’. It is proven since 2005 that this dataset (called the VASClimO dataset) was neither produced by means nor on behalf of the GPCC. It was not given to the GPCC as a gift nor sold to the GPCC.

2. On the website of the German Weather Service (DWD) the GPCC (http://gpcc.dwd.de) states for 8 years now that this VASClimO dataset will be updated every 3 to 4 years. Still they provide the original dataset from 2005 there.

3. In their report „Global Precipitation Analysis Products of the GPCC“ by U. Schneider et al. (23.12.2010) published on the website of the DWD he and his co-authors claim that „.... for VASClimO dataset V1.1 using Kriging interpolation and an older climatology version“. The members of the GPCC are informed since September 2005 that this dataset is not interpolated by any kind of Kriging and that the climatological long-term data are taken from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO) and not from the GPCC.

 

Since the supervisor of Udo Schneider (Dr. Bruno Rudolf) is involved into this fraud himself and people higher up in the DWD hierarchy refuse to investigate and since no one is allowed to see the raw data anyway (ownership is with the national agencies) the GPCC is still sticking safely to their lies.

 

While the GPCC now has DOI numbers for all their datasets, they have none for the VASClimO dataset indicating that they themselves are not that confident that it is really their dataset. And even if it was, there would be no need to publish wrong information about its data base and method of interpolation, given they were able to explain it.

 

I suggest being extremely careful with information from Udo Schneider and the GPCC in general. They recently published two peer-reviewed papers, where the reviewers just had to believe them. It is not possible to prove their statements since the data they claim to have used are not public.

 

I attach an affirmation in lieu of oath as a legal document by Dr Christoph Beck, the lead author of the VASClimO final report, confirming that the VASClimO dataset is not produced by the GPCC and not interpolated with kriging.

 

Sincerely yours,

 

                   Dr Juergen Grieser.
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